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The Airplane Factory (Pty) Ltd considers compliance with all Safety Alerts mandatory 

 
 

RELEASE DATE: 14 March 2014 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 14 March 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Fuel pickup in the fuel tank. The new style fuel pickup inside the fuel tanks could 

inadvertently be turned while installing fuel line fittings during assembly or 
maintenance. The pickup could be turned so that the pickup is facing upwards 
which means that up to 12 litres (3 US gallons) unusable fuel is left in the tank. 

 
MODELS AFFECTED: All Sling models manufactured after the 1st June 2013. 
 
COMPLIANCE TIME:   At the next 100 hour MPI and service. 
 
PURPOSE: A small P clamp riveted to the fuel tank rib to be fitted in order to prevent the fuel 

pickup from turning upwards in the fuel tank. 
 
PARTS/EQUIPM LIST:  2 x Small aluminium P clamps made from 0.64 mm 6061 T6 aluminium 
   2 x 3.2 x 10 mm sealed pop rivets (the back end of the rivet is sealed) 

2 x Cork Gaskets 
   2 grams Fuel tank sealant - Flamemaster CS3204 B1/2 (with hardener) 
   Allen keys to remove the covers and tank end cover plate. 
   Torch 
   Air angle drill (not electric – risk of fire) 

3.3 mm drill bit 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: Remove the inspection hatches under the leading edges of both wings to access 

the fuel tank end ribs.  
First check that the pickup is of the new design: The original design (which does 
NOT need modification) used brass fuel line fittings and the pickup and return were 
next to each other on the round tank cover plate.  
The new design has blue aluminium fittings and the pickup and return are in the 
position as shown in the attached drawing. 
If the tank pickup is of the new design, look first for the single rivet in the corner as 
shown in the “DRILLING DETAIL” in the attached drawing. If the rivet is there it 
means the modification has already been done. 
If the pickup is of the new design and there is no rivet in the corner of the rib then 
the P clamp restraint strap must be fitted – follow the instructions below. 
Keep a fire extinguisher close by at all times. 
Remove the positive terminal from the main battery. 
Drain the fuel out of the tank by removing the drain valve. 
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Remove the round tank rib cover plate and cork gasket. Take note of its position for accurate re-assembly 
later. 
See the attached instructions for further details.  
Be sure to use an air drill because an electric drill could cause a fire. 
 
 

 
 
After assembling the fuel tank and allowing 24 hours for the sealant to dry, check for leaks by 
pressurizing the tank - place a hose onto the tank overflow pipe and blow using a hard breath of air – do 
not use air pressure from a compressor because the tank may burst from over pressurization. Brush 
soapy water over the gasket area, bolts, fittings and rivet to check for leaks. 
Fill 1 litre of fuel into each tank and then pump the fuel out. Unused fuel left in each tank should be less 
than 0.5 litres. 
Fill the tanks completely and again check for fuel leaks or sweating. 
Close the inspection hatches under the wing. 
Attach the positive terminal on the battery. 
Run the engine at 4,000 RPM for 5 minutes on each wing tank before flying. 


